
 
 
NOTES FROM THE CLASSROOM 
 

 

 

Grade Level: Lower School Grade 4 

Equal, But Not the Same – Expressions in Poetry 

(Introduction by Grade 4 student Sahana) 

The 4th grade finished a unit called "Equal, But Not the Same" where we looked at our own 
identity, and stereotypes about boys and girls. We looked at common stereotypes and reflected 
on them, and we also decided what parts of our identity were important to us. Maybe one 
person values culture, where they come from, the language they speak, if they are a boy or a 
girl, or the activities, sports, and hobbies they enjoy. We decided identity is what makes each 
person unique, and each person should have the freedom to choose their identity. It is our 
responsibility to value and respect other identities as well.  

As part of this inquiry, we looked at poetry as a way to express identity. We learned about 
poetic devices, such as rhyme, repetition, and alliteration, to do this. We each wrote a poem 
that either expressed something about our identity and what makes us all unique, or we wrote 
about changing the stereotypes society has about what boys should like and what girls should 
look like, act, or do. We wanted to raise awareness with our poems about the importance of 
identity, and the problem with stereotypes. 

The following poems are written by poems by: 

Juanita Cuadros - Our Identity 

Sahana Bhat – Boys and Girls 

Chloe Evenson - 1821- 2021 

Iker Ezama - My Identity Poem 

Alexander Troy Meconiates - Brothers 



 

 

 

                                                           ​OYr IdenXiX] c
  
WhaW PaNeV \RX ---- ​\ou​?  
WeOO, Pa\be \RXU cXOWXUe,  
\RXU faYRULWe fRRd, 
aQd Whe VSRUW \RX SOa\.  
 
WhaW PaNeV \RX ---- ​\ou​? 
YRXU faYRULWe WhLQgV,  
\RXU faYRULWe cRORU, 
\RXU UeOLgLRQ aQd Whe SeRSOe \RX adPLUe? 
  
WhaW PaNeV \RX ----- ​\ou​?  
YRXU faPLO\ aQd fULeQdV,  
\RXU faYRULWe SOace, PRYLe, RU UeVWaXUaQW,  
aQd Whe SeW \RX caUe abRXW,  
OLNe P\ VPaOO, VOeeS\, VLOO\ aQd VPaUW dRg.  
 
The cRXQWULeV \RX eQMR\,  
aQd Whe bRRNV \RX Uead.  
WhaW PaNeV \RX ----- ​\ou? 
 
 
 



 

 

BR\V and GiUlV 
 
BR\V Zill be bR\V. 
BlXe, 
SSRUWV, 
ShRUW haiU, 
Mean, 
MeVV\, 
BX]]ing, 
RXmbling like a hRW YRlcanR. 
 
 
GiUlV Zill be giUlV. 
SaVV\, 
Nice, 
MXmbling, 
ScaUed, 
Clean, 
QXieW, 
EleganW like a VZan. 
.  
 
 
BXW«« 
 
I am SaVViRnaWe abRXW eTXaliW\ in WhiV ZRUld. 
I Whink WhaW GiUlV and BR\V 
ShRXld 
Be  
TUXe 
TR  
ThemVelYeV. 
 
 
WhaWeYeU makeV \RX haSS\. 
TheUe VhRXld be eTXaliW\ in WhiV ZRUld. 
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GiUlV aQd ZRmeQ . 
CRRkiQg cleaQiQg,ZaVhiQg XS diVheV  

 
WeaUiQg SiQk SXff\ dUeVVeV ZiWh WighW cRUVeWV , 

GeWWiQg maUUied  
LRRkiQg afWeU childUeQ. 

LRRkiQg QeaW. 
 

SR XQfaiU. 
SR XQfaiU 
SR XQfaiU  

 
Till RQe da\ iW chaQged!! 

AQd WhaW iV ZheUe Ze liYe QRZ. 
ThiV iV ZhaW iW iV like heUe, 

WRmeQ beiQg fUee.  
SRme UXelliQg WheiU cRXQWU\ , 

WeaUiQg ZhaW Whe\ ZaQW.  
GiUlV gRiQg WR VchRRl geWWiQg a edXcaWiRQ , 

 
BXW WheUe aUe VRme cRXQWUieV WhaW...!!  
SRme GiUlV dRQ¶W gR WR VchRRl Whe\ 
SWa\ hRme aQd helS WheiU mRWheUV.  

The\ aUe lRcked XS like aQ iQQRceQW liRQeVV iQ a cage.  
DUeamiQg  

Of RSeQiQg Whe dRRUV WR Vee Whe big Zide ZRUld. 
I hRSe WhaW Zill chaQge!!  

  
  
  
  



 

 

M\ IdeQWLW\ PReP!!!! 
 

ThLV LV a SReP 
AbRXW P\  
IdeQWLW\! 
 
IdeQWLW\ LV abRXW  
WheQ \RX caPe WR OLfe. 
I ZaV bRUQ 
FXOO Rf caQdRU aQd ORYe 
SZeeW aV a WRffee  
LLghW aV a feaWheU 
OQ Whe \eaU 2010, 
FLUVW fRU PRP aQd dad, 
ThaW ZaV Pe aV a bab\. 
 
IdeQWLW\ LV abRXW 
WheUe \RX VWaUW Whe ULde. 
I¶P SZLVV 
AQd SSaQLVh. 
SSaQLVh, faPRXV 
FRU beLQg OaWe. 
SZLVV, faPRXV 
FRU beLQg RQ WLPe. 
SXch cRQWUadLcWLQg 
SWeUeRW\SeV!  
 
IdeQWLW\ LV abRXW 
HRZ \RX ORRN OLNe. 
M\ geQdeU 
A ZhLWe PaQ, 
IV ZhaW I aP. 



 

 

 

BURWheUV 
B\ Ale[andeU TUR\ MecRniaWeV 
 
I Rnl\ haYe bURWheUV, ZiWh nR ViVWeUV. 
SRme Va\ Ze aUe Whe Vame caXVe Ze¶Ue all ​bR\V​, 
BXW Ueall\ Ze aUe TXiWe diffeUenW. 
OWheUV Va\ Ze need a giUl, Zhich Ueall\ ​aQQR\V​.  
 
ThRXgh Vhe¶V a giUl, me and m\ mRm aUe alike. 
We like WR Sla\ WenniV and ​Uead ​. 
EYan iV mRUe like a mini YeUViRn Rf Dad. 
The\ lifW ZeighWV, \ell, and dUiYe XV all cUa]\, iWV ​agUeed. 
 
LeR - Zell, he iV a WZR and a half \eaU Rld bXlldR]eU. 
WhaW he Zill be like, iW¶V WRR eaUl\ WR Well, Ze¶ll jXVW haYe WR ​Vee 
IW makeV me mad Zhen SeRSle Va\ he¶ll be jXVW like me becaXVe he¶V a bR\. 
He URaUV like a liRn and laXghV like a h\ena, VR jXVW like EYan he ma\ ​be ​. 
 
YeV, Ze aUe all bR\V bXW WhaW Rnl\ geWV \RX VR ​faU​, 
GendeU dReV nRW Well \RX all abRXW ZhR SeRSle ​aUe ​. 


